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EXALTATION OF THE HOLY CROSS
September 14, 2025

Deacon Alan Bandy L, o
Email: stann.deacon@gmail.com ﬁmw;

THE SACRIFICE OF THE MASS SCHEDULE PRAYER REQUESTS

Weekend: Saturday 6:00 PM - Sunday 8:30 AM MAY GOD THE SON SEND HIS HEALING AMONG US.
Daily: Monday - Saturday 8:30 AM * Tim Pingel * April Cook .

Holy Hour: Thursdays 7:00-8:00 PM * Rosemary Cloud * Martha Gerling
Confessions: 30 min. prior to all Masses * Kaylee Nichole Ross * Donna Manuel

MASS INTENTIONS

Sat Sept13 8:30am Reid & Blair McMullen Family Wed Septl7 8:30am Veronica Mercurio

Sat Septl1l3 6:00pm  JackYeo + Thurs Sept18 8:30 am John & Cindy Archer
Sun  Septl4 8:30am Bebe Sena + Fri Sept19 8:30am Rita Gladback +

Mon Septl5 8:30am Holy Souls in Purgatory Sat Sept20 8:30 am Lost Souls in Purgatory
Tues Septl6 8:30am Susan Gorski Sat Sept20 6:00 pm  Paul Schwebacht
ANNOUNCEMENTS

PLEASE JOIN FR. DREW IN SUPPORTING CATHOLIC RADIO - CALL IN: 888-447-2425
Dear Friends,

Like many of my brother priests throughout Kansas and Missouri, | will be joining Catholic Radio Network on the air during their upcoming
Fall Appeal, September 16-19. | will be on the air with them on Friday, September 19 from 1:00pm-3:00pm. | hope you will find the time
to tune and make a pledge. We would love to mention it on the air! In Christ, Fr. Drew

OCIA CLASSES BEGIN SATURDAY, OCTOBER 4™, 9:30-10:30 AM DOWNSTAIRS CLASSROOMS

“l am the Way, the Truth, and the Life.”

Christ is the Way made present to us in the sacraments and liturgy, the Truth revealed in Scripture and Tradition through the Church, and
the Life who dwells in us by Grace that animates us to live as devoted followers. All are welcome: whether you’re a lifelong Catholic,

seeking Confirmation, or simply curious about the Catholic faith. We are also looking for volunteers to help with childcare during the
sessions.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, POPE LEO XIV
Pope Leo XIV turns 70 on September 14, 2025. All are encouraged to pray for him and his intentions

THANK YOU TO OUR MASTER GARDNER, RALPH SANDER
Thank you to Ralph Sander for showing up early in a suit and tie before Mass this summer and offering fresh produce, much of which was

out of our renovation garden by the rectory. He and his wife Connie and Bill Kattner made the garden a success. He's collected around
$2500 for the kitchen remodel. THANK YOU!

GOSPEL ENCOUNTER GROUP ALTAR FLOWERS
157 & 3°° THURSDAYS - 9:15AM TO 10:15AM, FOLLOWING MORNING MASS. AT ST. ANN’S
Deepen your life of Faith and prayer while you encounter Jesus through the Gospels. THANKYOU!
Meetings are the 1°'& 3™ Thursdays, following morning mass. Please bring your Bible. Thank you
Contact Ed & Maryann Barlettt terppahmeb@gmail.com with questions. Judy Horstman

for donating to the flowers
MEN’S GROUP for the Altar!

SATURDAYS, 7 AM IN THE CHURCH HALL

Please join us Saturdays to learn & be encouraged by fellow Catholic men. For WIEIE Bl DEELETLL

Info: Eddie VanBuskirk ddievanbuskirkll@outlook.com \(Iavg)cll Ito honor

LEGION OF MARY

MEETS EVERY SATURDAY IN THE HALL AT 9:15 AM

The objective of the Legion of Mary is the glory of God through the holiness of its members developed by prayer and active co-operation
in Mary’s and the Church’s work. This is a lay Catholic organization and we meet weekly at 9:15 am. Mary is calling you to conquer the
world for Her Son through personal prayer, acts of service and apostolic works. Come and see!
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LISTEN TO ST. ANN’S DAILY MASS ON CATHOLIC RADIO - 1090 AM DOWNLOAD
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MONDAY - FRIDAY 11:00 AM - FR. DREW’S HOMILIES AIR AT 3:50 PM TOLISTENON G4 =

Tune into Catholic Radio at 1090 AM or go catholicradio.com and click on “Listen Live”.  YOUR PHONE

CATHOLIC RADIO NETWORK®

GIVING: SEPT 6 - SEPT 7 ONLINE GIVING AVAILABLE AT THE LINK BELOW: OEEE .,

OFFERTORY ONLINE HTTPS://GIVING.PARISHSOFT.COM/APP/GIVING Lﬁﬁ;ﬁg Sooe 1o
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FROM FR. DREW
EXALTATION OF THE HOLY CROSS, SEPTEMBER 14TH
Moses made a bronze serpent and mounted it on a pole. Anyone bitten by a real serpent that looked at the bronze serpent lived.

The saraph serpents were poisonous snakes. They were covered with fiery red spots and stripes and the wounds from their bites burnt
like fire, and caused a deadly inflammation. These poisonous reptiles lurked around the camp and slithered their way into tents. In
short order the whole camp was full of the cry of sick people. So they went to Moses and told him they had sinned and sought
forgiveness from God.

Now, this whole business of looking at a bronze serpent up on a wooden pole in order to be healed makes no sense at all. It makes no
sense until Christ tells us in the 3rd chapter of John that the bronze serpent is a figure for Him: And just as Moses lifted up the serpent
in the desert, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, so that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life.

Someone wrote: Whoever was bitten by a poisonous snake was cured by turning his eyes in faith to the brazen serpent. So we, when
are souls are wounded by the infernal serpent, shall be healed of our sins, if we, being full of faith, turn our eyes to our crucified
Savior (Knecht, Commentary 183).

The bronze serpent hanging on the tree wasn’t poisonous, even though it had the form of a poisonous snake. Thus, Jesus Christ,
though free from the poison of sin ..took the form of sinful man, loaded himself with the sins of the world and suffered himself to be
raised on and nailed to the cross in order to save all men from sin and eternal death (184).

Had there been no cross, Christ could not have been crucified. Had there been no cross, life itself could not have been nailed to the
tree. And if life had not been nailed to it, there would be no streams of immortality pouring from Christ’s side, blood and water for the
world’s cleansing...Had there been no cross, death would not have been trodden underfoot, nor hell despoiled. The cross was the
means by which the devil was wounded and death conquered; the barred gates of hell were smashed, and the cross became the one
common salvation of the whole world (St Andrew of Crete, Office of Readings, Sep 14).

What a weapon we have in the cross. In 1938, the year before World War Il erupted, Fulton Sheen wrote: Take a gun away from Hitler,
take tanks away from Stalin and let these men stand on their own moral responsibility with no other power to command than their
honesty, their love of truth and their purity of heart, and see how long they could command. Our Lord has commanded obedience
from the world for twenty centuries with no other weapon than a defenseless cross (The Cross and the Crisis, 95).

So we bow our head and bend our knee at the name of Jesus. We honor the Cross of Christ, our battle standard, our trophy,
our weapon. See the Cross of the Lord; let all his enemies flee in terror; the lion of Judah, David’s seed, is victorious, alleluia.
All of us, poisoned by sin, who gaze on Him in faith shall be healed; we who turn our eyes to our crucified Savior.
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Mary, full of sorrows, remember the anguish you felt in your heart during the suffering and death of your Son, Jesus Christ. Intercede for us and
obtain for us the grace to endure our trials with faith and courage. Amen

1. The Prophecy of Simeon (Luke 2:25-35) 2. The Flight of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph into Egypt (Matthew 2:13-15) 3. The Loss of Jesus in the Temple (Luke 2:41-52)
4. Mary Meets Jesus on the Way of the Cross (Luke 23:26-32) 5. Jesus Dies on the Cross (John 19:17-30) 6. Mary Receives the Dead Body of Jesus (Luke 23:50-56)
7. Jesus is Placed in the Tomb (John 19:38-42)
VIRTUE: PRAYER
Oportet semper oras et non deficere----We must always pray, and not faint.----Luke 18:1

Prayer well made gives much pleasure to the Angels, and therefore it is much assisted by them; it gives great displeasure to the devils, and
therefore is much persecuted and disturbed by them.----St. John Chrysostom

The Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph is committed to combatting sexual abuse in the Church. If you are a victim of sexual abuse, or if you observe or suspect sexual
abuse: 1. Call the Missouri Child Abuse Hotline at 1.800.392.3738 (if the victim is currently under the age of 18), and 2. Contact your local law enforcement agency or
call 911, and If the abuse involves a priest, deacon, employee or volunteer of the Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph. report the suspected abuse to the Diocesan
Ombudsman, ombudsman@ombudsmankcsj.org 6024 816-213. The Diocese has a sincere commitment to providing care and healing resources to victims of sexual
abuse and their families. Please contact the Victim Advocate, at 816-714-2357 or victimadvocate@diocesekcsj.org for more information
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